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Neighborhood Shabbat Community Menorah Lighting 
Friday December 1 Tuesday December 12 

 

From the Rabbi 
 

As we approach Thanksgiving it’s more important 
than We have all been familiar with the 
Hanukkah story since we were small children, yet 
when we take time to reflect on it as adults we 
can find tremendous inspiration.  Judah 
Maccabee and his brothers fought against 
Antiochus and his great army – and against all 
odds they won.  They wanted to rededicate the 
Temple and light the menorah –but found only 
one day’s worth of the special, purified oil.  Yet 
they had hope and lit that menorah anyway.  
Then a miracle happened and it burned for 8 
days.   

One thing that’s interesting about this story is 
that it is not told that way in the Book of 
Maccabees.  The miracle of the oil comes 
hundreds of years later in the version in the 
Talmud.  One reason may be that those rabbis 
were concerned that their Roman oppressors 
would think they were planning a rebellion, and 
so they focused on divine miracle and hope 
instead.  But their version of the story has 
continued to give us hope throughout our 
tumultuous and often dark history.  

As we add another candle each of the eight 
nights we are reminded that light is always 
increasing, and that the darkness won't be 
forever – either the darkness of these winter 
months or other forms of darkness.     

The Book of Proverbs teaches, "The soul of a 
human being is the lamp of God" (20:27). Our 
task  
 

 
 
is not simply to light candles, but to be candles. 
We have the potential to be the bits of light that 
help bring the Divine back into a broken, 
darkened world. As the 19th century Sfat Emet 
puts it, "A human being is created to light up this 
world." 

There are strong forces working to divide us 
and make us afraid.  We have survived because 
we will not give up hope.  Imagine if each one of 
us strives to be a candle, how much light we can 
bring into the world together – just like the 
flames we light on the hanukkiah, side by side.  
Just read our bulletin or Facebook page to 
discover how many opportunities to do so as a 
community – in addition to all the good things 
we do in our lives already.   

May our community continue to light the lights 
of hope and faith through our relationships and 
acts of hesed, of caring and lovingkindness.  

Rabbi Adler 
 

 Simchas 
 Mazel Tov to: 

Matt Lappin on his Bar Mitzvah 
Prayer Vigil for Victims of Gun Violence 

Wednesday December 13 at 7 PM 
Ellis Square, Beverly 

As we approach the anniversary of the 
Newtown mass shooting, please join us for a vigil 
to remember the victims, and reflect on gun 
violence in our society today. 

Hosted by the Beverly Multi Faith Coalition 
 

From the President 



 

These are strange times indeed.  Everywhere 
we look, issues that used to be viewed from afar 
are right up in our faces.  Anti-Semitism that 
many of us thought was confined to the Deep 
South or small towns in the Middle America is 
rearing its ugly head on the North Shore of 
Massachusetts.  The internal disagreements in 
the Jewish community around Israeli 
government’s actions toward Palestinians has 
been elevated from a private family matter to 
the pages of the Salem News. 

We are once again required to explain that 
“Zionist” and “Jewish” are not synonymous but 
have been used interchangeably by anti-
Semites.  We find ourselves caught between the 
“alt-right’s” neo-Nazi, white supremacist 
rhetoric, and pro-Palestinian activism that can 
cross over into anti-Semitism on the left.   

Mayor Cahill, Chief LeLacheur and the Beverly 
Human Rights Committee released a strong 
statement against anti-Semitism after stickers on 
stop signs and a truck with an anti-Semitic 
website painted on it were discovered near TBA. 
A Marblehead Unitarian church screened what 
the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) and others 
recognize as a biased film with anti-Semitic 
tropes presented as a balanced 
documentary.   Rabbi Adler has been in constant 
communication with clergy, rabbis, the ADL, 
community leaders, and some of you about 
these issues.  

It is not surprising, then, that many members 
of the Temple B’nai Abraham family are on edge 
(as are members at Temples across 
America).  Some of us are conflicted – torn 
between a visceral need to protest as loudly and 
strongly as humanly possible, and a feeling that 
doing so will play into the “anti-Zionists” hands 
by drawing attention to or even confirming their 
message that Jews control the conversation and 
information.   Some of us, myself included, have 
the oath “Never Again!” ringing in our ears.      

When we talk about responses to the anti-
Semitism, know that we are all internalizing the 
current events in our own way and from our own 
history and perspective. Our emotions range 
from outrage, to fear, to confusion, to disbelief.    

 

One of TBA’s Seven Guiding Jewish Values is 
“debate for the sake of heaven” - meaning in this 
sacred community we engage in constructive, 
respectful dialogue.   We must know that TBA is 
a safe place to express our ideas, feelings, and 
fears.  Many of us are trying to make sense of it 
all.  We hope that by talking it out with other 
members of our TBA family we might start to 
understand.  It is through open, honest, non-
judgmental, and supportive dialog that we can 
discover our own ways to work against anti-
Semitism and hate.  However, just because 
someone has a different opinion from our own 
doesn’t make them wrong (or us right).   

Most importantly, we must maintain the 
perspective that while anti-Semitism is indeed on 
the rise, it represents a tiny fraction of the 
population.   Good people far outnumber the 
bad.  We are part of a larger faith community in 
Beverly that, almost without exception, support 
us.  

My advice? Keep talking to one another 
because it is through open dialog we can come 
together and resist the small minority of people 
who seek to diminish us.  There’s an old saying 
about that polite people never discuss religion or 
politics.  I guess that makes us impolite; and I 
wouldn't want it any other way.  

Ken Hartman 
President 

Security Update 
As is happening all over the country, we at TBA 

are focusing more attention on security. On the 
recommendation of Beverly Police Chief 
LeLacheur and the guidelines of the Anti-
Defamation League, we have begun to 
implement additional security measures. Last 
week we added Panic Buttons in the sanctuary, 
chapel and office and we are currently 
researching security cameras and motion lights 
to be installed at all entrances of our building. It 
is our hope that having this system in place will 
allow our community to continue to be a 
sanctuary for all. If you have any questions 
please contact me at 978-927-3211 or email 
deb.schutzman@tbabeverly.org. 



 

Temple B’nai Abraham Cemetery 
Notice Revised Fee Schedule 

Effective February 1, 2018 
 
Temple B’nai Abraham owns and administers two cemeteries: Sons of Abraham Cemetery on Cole St. in 

Beverly and Sons of Jacob Cemetery (a part of the now merged Temple Shalom of Salem) off Route 114 in 
Danvers. A revised and single fee schedule for purchase of graves in either cemetery will become effective 
February 1, 2018. Note that these fees do not include charges of the funeral homes for their services or 
other interment costs. 

 
Revised Fees 
1. TBA members price per each single grave at either cemetery: $1,500.00. (A double lot will be 

$3,000.00, etc.) 
 Nonmembers price per each single grave at Sons of Jacob only: $2,200.00. (A double lot will be 

$4,400.00, etc.) 
 Note, lots in Sons of Abraham Cemetery (Beverly) may be purchased ONLY by TBA members and 

only for themselves and members of their immediate families. 
2. One-time Cemetery Maintenance Fee: $500.00 per purchase. That is, $500.00 whether the purchase 

is for a single grave lot or larger. This will be billed over a five-year period from the date of the purchase, 
but payment will become due immediately upon the interment of the individual in a single grave or the 
first interment in a multiple grave lot. 

3. For each interment an Administrative Fee: $100. Payable to TBA, collected by funeral home.  
4. Permit fee for placement of monument or marker or for inscribing existing monument: $50.00, 

collected by monument company. 
 
This increase is necessary to maintain the cemeteries properly. 
 
Prior to February 1, 2018, cemetery lots will remain available for purchase at current prices: $800.00 per 

each single grave (Sons of Abraham Cemetery, Beverly) and $1,000.00 (Sons of Jacob Cemetery, Danvers). 
Those current prices may be locked in with a down payment of at least 50% on or before January 31, 
2018, remainder to be paid by January 31, 2019. 

 
Address any questions to the Temple office. 

Special Thanks to Beverly Cleaners 
As part of the maintenance of the temple, Deb Willwerth, Chair of the Ritual Committee, took our 

Sanctuary bima cover, which was badly stained and had melted candle wax on it, to Beverly Cleaners, to 
be cleaned. They located at 61 Elliott St., and were formerly Colonial Cleaners. She took the cover in and 
explained what needed to be done. When she went to pick up the cover, the owner said he wasn’t 
happy—there were still some stains and he wanted to do a second cleaning. Two days later she went to 
pick up the cover; it was indeed cleaner than before. She asked him what she owed him, and he said, “No 
charge. It’s for the temple.” She protested—he had cleaned it twice!—but he said, “No.” and repeated, 
“It’s for the temple” and refused any payment. We greatly appreciate his care and thoughtfulness!  

 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 Sisterhood of Temple B’nai Abraham invites you to 
 Ladies Latkes and Libations 
 An evening of friendship & celebration 

 At the home of 
 Dina and Eli Davidyan 

 Thursday December 7 at 7:00 PM (Note change of date) 
 RSVP by December 1 to Erin at 
 978-927-3211 or office@tbabeverly.org 
Carpooling recommended - Directions available upon request 

 
The TBA Book Club 

The TBA Book Club will meet next on Thursday, December 14th at 7:30 pm at the home of Judy Matfess 
– 209 Ipswich Road Topsfield. We will be discussing The Ice Cream Queen of Orchard Street by Susan Jane 
Gilman. To RSVP and for directions contact Judy at 978-887-1390 or judy.matfess@verizon.net 

 
Comedy Night! 

Save the Date: 
Saturday January 27, 8 PM 

Sisterhood’s biggest fundraiser of the year: Comedy Night will be Saturday January 27 
Plan NOW to join us with your friends for a hilarious night of laughter and fun! 

 Yoga Is Back! 
 

Community Concert
presented by Temple B’nai Abraham,

Sons of Jacob Community Enrichment
Fund, and Lappin Foundation 

Free and open to all
1:00PM

12.10.17
For more information call

Deborah Schutzman
at 978-927-3211



 

Movement for Your Jewish Soul uses gentle yoga and guided imagery with yoga instructor Stacie 
Nardizzi. Experienced instructor, Stacy Nardizzi will be 
taking over for Barbara Younger this year.  

 
Class will meet on the following Sunday mornings at 

9 AM at TBA 
12/3, 12/17, 1/7, 1/21, 2/4, 2/25, 3/4, 3/18, 4/8, 

4/29, 5/6 
For more information contact Deb Schutzman at: deb.schutzman@tbabeverly.org 
 
 

 
 

Ten week in-in depth exploration of “The Teaching of Hasidism” with Dr. David Ariel 
Winter/Spring class begins: Wednesday, February 7, 2018.  
Classes will be held at TBA Wednesday nights from 7 to 9:30 PM.  
For more information contact Deb Schutzman at: deb.schutzman@tbabeverly.org 
 

Brotherhood 
Mitzvah Day 

Special thanks to our TBA president Ken Hartman for organizing a TBA Mitzvah Day, and all those who 
gave their time to accomplish the following projects: cleanup and organization of the back rooms, 
repairing the pews, installing signs and reflectors at our entrances.  

 

 
 

 
Brotherhood Political Breakfast 

Thank you, Brotherhood, for another successful political breakfast, organized by Alan Pierce and his 
crew: Ken Hartman, Dave Carnevale, Andi Freedman, Tom Cheatham, Jim 
Younger, Jerry Wolper, Susan Wolper, Allison Wolper, Jeff Ulman, Mike 
Stearn, Rob Leshin, Dan Magalnick, And a special thanks to Donna Pierce 
and Bonnie Goldsmith for their help on the clean-up crew. 
  



 

The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

EDELSTEIN FUND 
Susan & Jerry Wolper to Ralph and Eileen Edelstein, 

Mazel Tov on Ben & Brittany’s marriage 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Bonnie & Arnie Goldsmith to Donna and Alan 

Pierce, Mazel Tov on your son’s Bar Mitzvah 
Bonnie & Arnie Goldsmith to Lisa Kosan and Scott 

Peterson, our sincere sympathy on the loss of 
Lisa’s mother 

Cindy Lann to the Mc Swiggan Family in memory of 
your mother, Mary Anne McSwiggan  

Bonnie & Arnie Goldsmith to Leo Berman, best 
wishes for a speedy recovery 

Bonnie & Arnie Goldsmith to Betsy Breitborde and 
Beth Denisch, Mazel Tov to you both on your 
wedding 

Mary Lou Breitborde & Bob Scheier to Betsy 
Breitborde and Beth Denisch in honor of your 
wedding 

Tom & Susie Cheatham to Betsy Breitborde and 
Beth Denisch, congratulations on your wedding 

Naomi Shiloh to Nate Tyler in honor of your Bar 
Mitzvah 

 
KITCHEN FUND 
Jayne Gordon in memory of her father, Herbert 

Dulman in honor of your wedding 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Jerry & Susan Wolper to Lisa Kosan and Scott 

Peterson and Family, may good memories stay 
with you 

Judi & Steve Swartz to Melody Kriteman in honor 
of your special birthday 

Judi & Steve Swartz to Jane and Paul Cohen in 
honor of the birth of your two granddaughters  

Judi & Steve Swartz to Donna and Alan Pierce in 
honor of your grandson’s Bar Mitzvah 

Judi & Steve Swartz to Eileen and Ralph Edelstein in 
honor of your grandson’s wedding 

Susan & Jerry to Shelia and David Katz, Mazel Tov 
on Leah’s Bat Mitzvah you have a reason to be 
proud 

ONEG AND KIDDISH SPONSORS 
Eileen Edelstein in honor of wedding of Betsy 

Breitborde and Beth Denisch 
Deb Willwerth thank you to minyanaires 
Mike Katzenstein in memory of Werner Katzenstein 
The Tyler family in honor Nate’s Bar Mitzvah 
The Katz Family in honor of Leah’s Bat Mitzvah 
Betsy Breitborde and Beth Denisch in honor of 

their wedding 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
Lisa Horowitz and David Huth to Betsy Breitborde 

and Beth Denisch  
Lisa Horowitz and David Huth to Arnie Cowan in 

memory of his father 
 
STEVEN HELMAN MONDAY NIGHT SUPPER FUND 
Fran & Jordy Baker to Leo Berman, miss you and 

hope you feel tip top very soon! 
Fran & Jordy Baker to Lisa Kosan, my sincere 

sympathy on the recent death of your dear 
mother 

 
YAHRZREIT FUND 
Charlotte Freedberg in memory of her mother, 

Anna Rosenberg 
Cady Ann Goldfield in memory of her mother, 

Frances Goldfield 
Ruth & Harvey Maibor in memory of their fathers, 

Julius Maibor and William Goldenberg 
Cindy Lann in memory of her grandmother, Annie 

Lan 
The Barron Family in memory of Norman Barron 
Judith Finer in memory of her mother, Riva Awarch 
Roberta Sigman Jones in memory of her father, 

Morris Sigman 
Dorothy Chansky in memory of her grandfather, 

Israel Agranovich 
Regina Cole in memory of her husband, Frederick 

Cole 
 

Thank you for your donations  



 

 
Temple B’nai Abraham 
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Michael Katzenstein Treasurer 
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Monday Night Supper 
Adult and youth volunteers from  

Temple B’nai Abraham regularly prepare and 
serve dinner at  

First Baptist Church on 
Cabot Street, Beverly. 

Please join us on the third Monday of the month. 
Our next Monday Night supper date is: 

Monday December 18 
We need help in the church kitchen and in the 

dining room anytime from 4:30 - 6:30 P.M. 
 

Pardon our appearance on our website while it is being 
redesigned. Visit our Facebook page or watch for our 
weekly email with information updates. 

 

Service Hours at Temple B’nai Abraham: 
Weekdays: Mondays and Thursdays 6:55 A.M. 
Shabbat:  Friday 7:00 P.M. and  
 Saturdays 9:00 A.M. 
Sunday: 9 A.M. 
Temple Office Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 
9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events at TBA 
Yoga! Movement for your Jewish Soul  

Sundays Temple, 10 AM 
Torah Study with Cantor Bruce 

Thursdays Temple Library, 10 AM 
The Forgotten Refugees  

with commentary by Dr. Eli Davidyan 
Thursday, November 30 

Neighborhood Shabbat 
Friday, December 1 

Ladies Latkes, and Libations 
Thursday, December 7, 7 PM 

Rick Rect Community Concert 
Sunday, December 10, 1 PM  

Community Menorah Lighting 
Tuesday, December 12, 6:30 PM 

Prayer Vigil for Victims of Gun Violence 
Wednesday, December 13, 7 PM 

Sisterhood Book Club – The Ice Cream Queen of 
Orchard Street 
Thursday, December 14, 7:30 pm 

Comedy Night 
Saturday, January 27, 8 PM 
If you or someone you know has been sick, in 
the hospital, or needs some comfort, please 
contact Rabbi Adler  


